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Purpose 

This tutorial will cover how to create an image map using Adobe Photoshop version CS2 on a 

Windows machine.  However, I believe that this process is the same for all versions of Photoshop. 

What is Image Mapping? 

Image mapping is where you can take a single image and break it into interactive pieces, so that 

different areas will take the user to different websites or different pages or links within your own 

website.  After the image map is created, a new image file and an associated html file will be 

created.  You will upload the new image file to your website and then place the html where you 

want it to go, whether this is on a sidebar or within a blog post.   

 

My blog is built using wordpress.com, and unfortunately wordpress.com does not allow for html 

to be used in the header image.  But I’m all set to go, incase I make that upgrade! 

What You Need to Create Image Mapping 

You will need to make sure that you have a working version of Adobe Photoshop along with Adobe 

ImageReady component, which should have been installed when you installed Photoshop, 

probably as part of the default installation.   You will access Adobe ImageReady through Adobe 

Photoshop. 

Getting Started 

 If you are using a graphic that you did not create, I recommend breaking it down into layers.  

Block off each section that you want to be “hot” and cut it out to be its own layer. 

 If you are using a graphic that you created within Photoshop, then it should already have 

various layers.  You will want to streamline your graphic and merge any layers that can be 

merged.  Also, make sure that you have your layers named so that you won’t be confused later 

on. 
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 Once your graphic is squared away, you are ready to begin image mapping.  Within Photoshop, 

make sure that you have the following menu bars open:  (Go through the Window command 

menu to see your visible menu options) 

Layers 

Options 

Tools 

 Now your screen should resemble mine. 

 

 
 

 On the Tools menu, the very bottom icon will be an arrow on the left pointing to an image on 

the right which will have two feathers on it.  If you hover your mouse over it, it will say “Edit in 

Image Ready (Shift+Control+M) 
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 You can either click this icon or select shift+ctrl+m to open your current graphic in Adobe 

Image Ready. 

 

 This action will close your current graphic in Photoshop and open it within ImageReady. 

 

 

 Once your file is open in ImageReady, you need to make sure that the following menus are 

open (Go through the Window command menu to see your visible menu options) 

Image Map 

Layers 

Options 

Tools 

Web Content 
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 There are two ways to create a “hot” spot on your graphic:  1)  Create from existing layer  

or 2)  Create from scratch 

Option 1 --To create from an existing layer, go over to your layer menu and right-

click on your desired layer.  You will see a command for “New Layer Based Image 

Map Area” 

 

 
 

 Simply select that option.  A blue shape will appear around your image, and you 

will see a new entry in the Web Content menu. 
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 On the Image Map menu, you will see that the default image map shape is set to 

rectangle.  However, there is a drop down menu that will let you change this to 

circle or polygon. 

 

 You will use the Image Map menu to enter in the desired name for the Image 

Map area and the desired web location that you want the user to be redirected to 

when this “hot” spot is clicked on.  Make sure that you use an identifiable name 

in the Image Map area.  Also what you name this area works for you in raising 

your SEO (search engine optimization). 

 

 Also, probably the best thing to do for the website address is to pull up the 

internet and go to the website/page that you want to direct them to.  Copy the 

web address directly and paste it into the space provided for URL on the Image 

Map menu for your new Image Map item.  Having the http:// is mandatory.  

Without it, the web address will not be recognized. 

Option 2 

 In the graphic that I selected, you will notice that my “Amazing Grace” is tucked 

in behind my personal photo and behind the notecard layer.  My best option here 

is to create a manual image map layer. 

 

 To do this, go to your Tools menu and select the third icon down on the left side.  

If you hover your mouse over it, it will say “Rectangle Image Map Tool (p)”.  

Select this tool and go draw a rectangle around your desired “hot” spot. 
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 In the case of my “Amazing Grace” section, after the hot spot is created, I am 

going to right-click on it and select, “Send to Back”.  You will notice that this will 

demote your selection in the Web Content window to the bottom of the list.  This 

will make sure that its hot spot doesn’t interfere with the two overlapping 

layers. 

 

 You can then proceed with naming your image map layers and inserting your 

URLs. 

 

Publishing Your New Image and HTML File 

 

 After you are finished creating all of your hot spots, go to File and save your work.  This will 

update the original psd so if you don’t want the original upset, then do a File/Save As and make 

a copy with a different name.   

 

 After you are ready to publish your Image Map, go to File and select Save Optimized As…  This 

will pull up your normal “Save As” window.  Select a place that you want to save this to.   
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 When it saves the Image Map, it will create an html file in the root of whatever folder you 

placed it in.  

 

 
 

 It will also create an Images folder with the specified folder.  Inside the images folder you will 

have one new image file. 
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 The image file will need to be uploaded to your website.  Copy the entire line that shows the 

location of where your image file is stored at.  Make sure that you grab starting at http:// and 

that you end with the file extension .png or .jpg or .gif, whatever yours saved as.  

 

 
 

 You will need this to update your html file, so that it will pull from your website’s media folder 

instead of from your own hard drive. 

 To update your freshly generated html file, go into windows explorer and locate where you 

published this file to.  Right-click on the file and select Open with Notepad. 
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 Once inside notepad, find the line that says  

<img src = “images/filename.file_extension” and then it will have a bunch of other stuff after it. 

 

 Replace the words “images/filename” that is within the quotations with the updated file 

location. 
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 While you are in the html file, make sure that all of your links are accounted for.  

 

 If they are not all there, then you messed up creating your image maps.  Go back and do it over, 

paying close attention that you are grabbing the correct layer and entering in the correct 

information for the correct image map. 

 

 If they are all there, then we are ready to copy our html and paste it into our new blog post. 

 

 You don’t need the whole html.  Just grab everything beginning at 

<!---Image Ready Slices…. 

to 

<!--End Image Ready Slices--> 

 

 Copy the highlighted text, and select ctrl+c to copy. 

 

 Go open your blog post and paste in the html code on the html screen.  Save your post, and 

preview it.  If it isn’t working, leave me a comment below and I will try to figure it out with you.  
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